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CURIOUS QUESTIONS, 


13. What is meant by the “ Dead Cities ” of the Zuyder 

Zee ? Page 25. 

14. What is the legend of the river Ganges ? Page 29. 

15. Who was the greatest satirist with his brush? 

Page 33. 

16. What single European nation in 1600 alone disputed 

territory in America with the Red men? Page 35. 

17. What royal marriage made the “ Isle of Pheasants ” 

famous ? Page 36. 

18. What was the prayer of Ajax? Page 37. 

19. What picture is called the “Jewel of the Hague” ? 

Page 38. 

20. How did the expression “ to see the lions of the 

town ” originate ? Page 39. 

21. What was England’s responsibility as to the Cruiser 

“Alabama”? Page 39. 

22. What is the legend of Holyrood Abbey ? Page 41. 

23. Who is the busiest man in Paris ? Page 42. 

24. Who inaugurated the modern Postal System? 

Page 45. 

25. What woman caused the sudden irruption of the 

Norsemen into Europe ? Page 46. 

26. What was the occasion of Tennyson’s Ode : “ Who 

is he that cometh like an honored guest ” ? Page 47. 

27. Who was “the poet-painter ” ? Page 48. 

28. What is the “ Order of the Elephant” ? Page 50. 

29. What is the oldest existing Republic ? Page 50. 

30. What is the legend of the Stauffen ? Page 52. 

31. What church in Paris is, in style, a Greek Temple? 

Page 54. 
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PREFACE. 


i As a Preface to this Third Yolui^ 

[Questions,” I would gladly give due credit to the 
authors of all the books from which it has been com- 
:piled. But the articles have been taken, mainly, from 
(courses of lectures on foreign travel, given some years 
ago, and the authorities then quoted, not being noted at 
jthe time, cannot now be recalled. 

j Let me then acknowledge my indebtedness by say- 
jing: I have made me a book of other men’s books; 
•“only the thread that binds them is mine own.” Also, 
:I would acknowledge, gratefully, the kind favor of 
Hamilton Wright Mabie, LL.D., in reading the manu- 
| script, and in allowing me to append his note of favor- 
! able comment. 





INTRODUCTION. 


! 


| Miss Killikelly has had a long experience in trying 
to answer some of the multifarious questions which ate 
ajsked in this day of eager interest in the world of 
science, of society and history. In reading the manu¬ 
script of the present volume of her series of “Curious 
Questions ” I have been impressed by the range of 
topics upon which she has touched, and by my own 
rjeed of information concerning many of the things 
if which she has written. I have never found her 
manifesting any interest in frivolous questions, although 
have often found her disposed to throw light on curi¬ 
ous and out-of-the-way incidents, associations and per¬ 
sons. The impression which her book leaves upon me 
is that of a well-informed student concerned only with 
|he things which are worth knowing, and with that 
knowledge of the places to go for information which is 
likely to take the place of what used to be called 
Scholarship; for the world is growing so large, and 
information in every department has taken on such vast 
proportions, that the scholar no longer pretends to know 
[anything completely save the method of getting at facts 
!and the places in which facts are to be learned. This 
'book is a repository of facts, useful and curious, col¬ 
lected from many quarters by one whose experience 
^entitles her to be called an expert. 
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TABLE OF QUESTIONS. 

TO THE READER. 

As the articles in this book are not essays, but merely answers to 
questions, it is very desirable that the following directions be observed :— 
^Before reading any article, turn to this Table, and read carefully the 
question that corresponds in number with the article. 

i. When was Rome a deserted city for forty days ? 
Page i. 

2!. Who was the Ayrshire Ploughman ? Page 2. 

3. What city owns the house of Michael Angelo and 
j its treasures ? Page 5. 

4. Why is a British soldier called “ Tommy Atkins ” ? 
j Page 7. 

3. What is the national sport of Spain ? Page 7. 

6. What Hindu girl won recognition as a writer of Eng- 

j lish verse ? Page 11. 

7. What is the legend of the “ Phantom Battle of 

j Utrecht”? Page 12. 

Why should Friday be accounted a lucky day in 
j America? Page 14. 

I). What was the “Trent Affair” ? Page 15. 
ib. What is the legend of the river Seine? Page 19. 
it. What five antique statues are in the Tribune of the 
Uffizi Gallery, Florence? Page 20. 

12. What quaint episode transacted on the Vega of 

Granada is of world-wide interest? Page 23. 
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